
“I am grateful for Father Schmitt’s lead-
ership on this project, and very much
appreciate the hard work and generosity
of the workers, volunteers, parishioners
and building committee members,” said
Father Osterhaus, cluster pastor.

Msgr. Schmitt shared the pastor’s senti-
ments. 

“The staff had been working in terribly
cramped quarters,” he said. “I’m so happy
they have their new facilities. The pastoral
office was considered to be an important
need during all the recent building plan-
ning and construction. It  completes a
wonderful complex of facilities for Good
Shepherd Cluster and St. Joseph
Community School. All facilities are now
handicapped accessible.”

Waterloo
In Waterloo, a capital campaign and

ground blessing ceremony have been
completed for a new middle school to be
built adjacent to Columbus High School,
3231 W. 9th St.

The school will be named for Blessed
Maria Assunta Pallotta (1878-1905), the
great aunt of Waterloo resident Mary
Ellen Molinaro.

Molinaro and her husband Bob are
donating over $1 million to the capital
campaign, the largest single gift to date.

Blessed Maria, a member of the Con-
gregation of the Franciscan Missionaries

of Mary, served as a missionary in China.
According to Jeff Frost, the director of

education for the Cedar Valley Catholic
Schools System, the bidding process is
open now to March 15.

“We’re looking at breaking ground on
March 26,” he said.

The stand-alone building will include
classrooms, a commons area, a gym, a

music area and more.
“Grades 6-8 is a distinct time frame in

life, so it’s just a good cutoff point to have
a distinct building and distinct curriculum
for those students,” Frost said. “It’s going
to be a very strong addition to our school
system.”

The school is projected to open in
August 2012.
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Scripture
Readings

Week of Feb. 20 - 26

SEVENTH SUNDAY
IN ORDINARY TIME
Lv 19:1-2, 17-18
1 Cor 3:16-23
Mt 5:38-48

MONDAY
Sir 1:1-10
Mk 9:14-29

TUESDAY
1 Pt 5:1-4
Mt 16:13-19

WEDNESDAY
Sir 4:11-19
Mk 9:38-40

THURSDAY
Sir 5:1-8
Mk 9:41-50

FRIDAY
Sir 6:5-17
Mk 10:1-12

SATURDAY
Sir 17:1-15
Mk 10:13-16

Stewardship - 
A way of life

In Sunday’s first reading, the
Israelites are urged to love their
neighbors as themselves. In the

Gospel, Jesus spells out how
we are to do that — go give

generously to those who ask of
us and not to turn our backs on

those who seek to borrow.
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FEBRUARY subscriptions have
expired; so please check your

expiration date. To avoid
further interruption in your

Witness delivery, please call our
office at 563-588-0556, or send

in your renewal card today.

FEBRUARY
RENEWALS

Letter from the archbishop

Archbishop reaffirms value of The Witness
Dear friends in Christ,

Ninety years ago the
first issue of The Witness
was distributed.

It included 20 pages —
all text and no pictures,
with several pages of ads. 

The size was similar to
our current paper and the
annual subscription was
$2. 

In celebration of this
milestone, the center sec-

tion of this week’s issue is a quick journey
through the years.

The Witness has recorded the last nine
decades of the history of the Archdiocese
of Dubuque. As we plan for the 175th
anniversary of our archdiocese, The
Witness will be a great resource, providing
many details from history that we may
have forgotten.

The Witness continues to nurture a
spirit of community in our local church.
By telling the stories of local and world-

wide people and events, it supports com-
munion among us and with the universal
Church.

I encourage you to support this quality
paper by keeping your subscription up-to-
date and giving gift subscriptions to oth-
ers. 

May the history of the past 90 years of
The Witness inspire us as we continue our
efforts to communicate and build the spir-
it of Church in our Archdiocese.

Sincerely yours in Christ,
Archbishop Jerome Hanus, OSB

Archbishop
Hanus

Renewed vitality (Con’t. from p. 1)

The new building contains eight offices. Bookkeeper Rebecca Schoenfeld is pic-
tured in her new office. (Photo by Msgr. Carl Schmitt)


