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“What do Christians bring to the eucharistic celebration and join

there with Jesus' offering?” The answer: “Their liv
es as Chris-

tian disciples;  their personal vocations and the stewardship they

have exercised regarding them; their individual contributions to

the great work of restoring all things in Christ.” 

Two young men on spiritual mission

Loras grads on

cross-country trek

find respite during

stopover in the

Dubuque area

By Sr. Carol Hoverman, OSF

Editor, The Witness

DUBUQUE — It sounded like a crazy

idea at first — to walk the 3,600 miles

across the United States for a cause. But

this wasn’t just “any cause.”

When Jon Leonetti called his friend

Jesse Weiler in early 2008, Weiler

thought it w
as crazy too, but somehow the

idea stuck! 

The proof that this was God’s work, not

theirs, became evident during the 13

months of planning, as  successful fund-

raising and other details  fell into place.

Families and girlfriends, — some skeptical

at first — rallied in support.

With green lights all around, these two

adventurous, fun-loving young Catholics,

both 23, decided to accept the challenge. 

Leonetti, host of a Catholic radio pro-

gram on KWKY in Des Moines, and Weil-

er, a high school video production teacher

from Aurora, Ill., left their jobs to carry

their faith with their feet. Both are 2007

graduates of Loras College, Dubuque.

On March 1, they left Santa Monica,

Calif., ready to pound 30-50 miles of

pavement most days, walking together

carrying 50-pound backpacks.

They realize that their goal of raising

awareness among young adults for the

need for prayer and a close relationship

with Jesus Christ is not a typical theme for

an ocean-to-ocean walk! They plan to

reach Ocean City, N.J., by Aug. 2. 

“It’s really tough to get people’s atten-

tion anymore, but when you do something

extraordinary, it really turns heads,”

Leonetti said. “This  has been a great way

to get young people’s attention.”

The men spoke in Dyersville on Sunday

night, then spent a few days in Dubuque

where they visited their

alma mater, Loras College,

and stayed at Vianney

House where Leonetti

spent over two of his col-

lege years  in the seminary

program.

“The MTV culture and

Hollywood mentality are

really doing a good job of

captivating the minds and hearts of young

adults,” Leonetti continued. “We’re out

there walking and standing up for our

Catholic faith and saying ‘We’re made for

something greater — to live in an intimate

relationship with Our Lord.’”

Although they speak at parishes, youth

rallies, media interviews and other events,

theirs is a kind of street ministry, meeting

people where they are, listening to stories,

sharing their struggles and offering to

pray for them as they travel. “We’re not

out there trying to convert everyone,” said

Leonetti. “We  just want to be God’s pres-

ence for them, not in an ‘in-your-face’

kind of evangelization.”

(Please turn to Page 3)

Jesse Weiler and Jon Leonetti are pictured in Southern California in early March.

The two men have been walking across America to call on young Catholics and peo-

ple of all faiths or no faith to live life in a new way. They left Los Angeles March 1

and hope to reach Ocean City, N.J., by August 2. (CNS photo/courtesy Jon Leonetti)

This map shows the route Jon Leonetti and Jesse Weiler are taking as they walk

across America to raise awareness among young people about the need to center

their lives in Christ. 

More

online at

www.so
uly

walking
.com

Jon (at left) and Jesse take a break and

look refreshed as they make a stop at

Loras College, Dubuque this week.

(Witness photo, Carol Hoverman OSF)
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