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Priests’ 40th, 25th jubilees

Religious leaders reflect and comment
Pro-active reaction
to immigration raid
By Joseph O’Brien
Northeast Iowa correspondent

POSTVILLE — After the May 12, first
anniversary observance of the immigra-
tion raid in Postville,  Archbishop Jerome
Hanus, OSB, told The Witness that he
hoped the event would show the world
that faith in Christ ended in action.

“We’re hoping to show that we take the
words of our Scriptures very seriously,” he
said, “to treat the alien in your midst like
your brother or sister, and that when you
receive the alien, the foreigner, you are
welcoming Christ.”

It was important, the archbishop said,
for the event to be both local to Postville
and universal in participation.

“We decided the event had to take place
here because this is where the event took

place and this is where so much of the suf-
fering has happened,” he said. “The exper-
ience itself, though, was not just a Catholic
experience. Many of the persons involved
were not Catholic…As the experience was
diverse, so the response and commemora-
tion of it had to be diverse as well.”

Rev. Stephen Brackett, pastor of St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Postville, said
the event was as much a way to reach out
to those still living in Postville as to those
who had been taken away after the raids.

“In the worship service we wanted to
tell the story of why immigrants come
here, what they experience trying to get
here and what happens to them while
they’re here,” he said. “We also wanted to
answer what we do as people of God to re-
spond to their plight.”

According to Brackett, a number of
complications have prolonged the suffer-
ing of the immigrants in the Postville
community.  He said that the community
was expecting the workers to be deported

quickly after being processed by the
courts. In fact, many are still stuck in the
court system, Brackett said, while the wo-
men who were allowed to return to their
children with monitoring bracelets are
still awaiting trial. In addition, he said,
some of the workers who were arrested re-
turned to Postville as material witnesses
in the case pending against Agriproces-
sors’ alleged labor infractions.

“So in looking back about a year ago, we
really did not expect this to go on any
longer than five or six months perhaps,”
Brackett said. “And really we thought by
nine months we would only have one or
two people we would be dealing with. So it
really wound up being much more involv-
ed than any of us anticipated.”

Attending the event as a guest, Erik
Camayd-Freixas worked as a government
interpreter during the legal process after
the raid, working on behalf of the workers.
After seeing how the workers were being
treated, though, he resigned from his po-

sition and began documenting the irregu-
larities in the judicial process affecting the
Postville workers arrested. Since then,
he’s been working as an advocate for Post-
ville workers as they work their way
through the U.S. legal system.

Camayd-Freixas said that the day of re-
membrance will call attention to the need
for immigration reform around the coun-
try. “Postville is really ground zero for
comprehensive immigration reform,” he
said. “The egregious injustice we’ve seen
here and the devastation, economic and
otherwise, really have no justification.
There’s absolutely nobody who benefited
from this. The importance of Postville, be-
ing such a small town, there’s no way to
hide the damage. So what we’re seeing
here is the same devastation going on in
communities across the country even
though in larger cities the impact is more
diluted and easier to deny. In Postville you
can’t hide it. So Postville shows us exactly
what’s going on around the country.”

Archdiocesan priests celebrate anniversaries
DUBUQUE — Two Dubuque Archdio-

cesan priests — Fathers Wayne Droessler
and John Tilp — are celebrating the 40th
anniversary of their ordination to the
priesthood, while two others – Fathers
John Haugen and Douglas Wathier — are
celebrating the 25th anniversary of their
ordination to the priesthood.

Father Wayne Droessler, pastor in
Central City, Coggon, and Prairieburg,
was born Oct. 6, 1942, in
Dubuque to George and
Florence Droessler.

He graduated from
Loras College in Dubu-
que and completed his
theological studies at
Aquinas Institute of The-
ology, also in Dubuque.

He was ordained on
May 24, 1969, at St. Ra-
phael Cathedral in Dubuque by Arch-
bishop James J. Byrne.

He served as chaplain of Mercy Hospital
in Cedar Rapids in 1969 and as associate
pastor of the following parishes: All Saints
in Cedar Rapids, 1969-70; St. Edward’s in
Waterloo, 1970-72; St. Mary’s in Water-
loo, 1972-74; St. Patrick’s in Dubuque,
1974-77; St. Patrick’s in Cedar Falls, 1977-
80; St. Pius X in Cedar Rapids, 1980-82;
and St. Columbkille’s in Dubuque, 1982-
87. He was also a faculty member at Wa-
terloo Columbus High School, 1970-72.

He was pastor of Sacred Heart, Eagle
Grove, 1987-99, while also serving as tem-
porary administrator of St. John’s, Clar-

ion, 1988-93, and later pastor in Clarion,
1993-1999.

He served on the Dubuque Archdioce-
san Priests Council, 1994-96.

He has been pastor of St. Stephen’s,
Central City; St. John the Evangelist, Cog-
gon; and  St. Joseph’s, Prairieburg since
1999 and sacramental priest of St. Pat-
rick’s, Anamosa since 2008.

Cards can be sent to him at: St. Stephen
Parish, 410 Terrace Dr. P.O. Box 496,
Central City, IA 52214-0496.

A Mass of thanksgiving will be celebrat-
ed at St. Stephen Church in Central City
on Sunday, May 24, 8 a.m. A reception-
open house is scheduled for 2-4 p.m. on
that date in the church hall.

Father John Tilp, pastor of St. Pat-
rick’s in Clear Lake, was born April 9,

1942, in Dubuque to
Joseph and Eileen (May)
Tilp.

He graduated from
Loras College in Dubu-
que and completed his
theological studies at
Mount St. Bernard Sem-
inary, also in Dubuque.

He was ordained May
24, 1969, at St. Raphael

Cathedral in Dubuque by Archbishop
James J. Byrne.

He served as associate pastor of St. Jo-
seph’s, Waterloo, 1968-69; St. Ludmila’s,
Cedar Rapids, 1969-70; St. Anthony’s,
Dubuque, 1970-74; and St. Jude’s, Cedar
Rapids, 1974-80.

He served in team ministry at St.
Thomas Aquinas Parish and Catholic Stu-
dent Center in Ames, 1980-87; and pastor
of St. Mark’s in Iowa Falls, 1987-91.

He served as pastor of Immaculate Con-
ception in Clutier, St. Paul’s in Traer, and
St. Mary’s in Vining, 1994-2006 (St.
Mary’s, Vining was closed in 2002).

He was pastor of St. Joseph’s, Dysart,
2001-2006.

He has been pastor of St. Patrick’s,
Clear Lake, since 2006.

Father John S. Haugen was born
April 16, 1955, to John H. and Cyrilla
(Birmingham) Haugen of Waterloo.

He attended Marycrest College in Da-
venport, Conception Seminary, Concep-

tion, Mo., and took his
theological training at St.
Paul Seminary, St. Paul,
Minn.

He was ordained May
26, 1984, at St. Raphael
Cathedral, Dubuque, by
Archbishop Daniel W.
Kucera.

His first assignment
was as an associate at St.

Joseph Parish, Bellevue, where he also
served on the faculty of Marquette High
School.

In 1987 he was assigned to the faculty of
Wahlert High School, Dubuque, and in
1993 he was appointed director of campus
ministry at St. Stephen the Witness Stu-
dent Center at the University of Northern
Iowa, Cedar Falls.

Since 2003 Father Haugen has been the
dean of campus spiritual life at Loras Col-
lege, Dubuque.

Father Douglas O. Wathier was
born Nov. 13, 1955, to Orlyn and Dorothy
(Mitchell) Wathier of Dubuque.

He graduated from Loras College, Du-
buque, attended Loyola University in Chi-

cago, and took his theo-
logical training at Gre-
gorian University in
Rome.

He was ordained Au-
gust 11, 1984, at St. Ra-
phael Cathedral, Du-
buque, by Archbishop
Daniel W. Kucera.

His first assignment
was as an assistant at St.

John’s, Independence, and All Saints,
Rowley, while also serving on the faculty
of St. John’s High School.

From 1987-91 he was enrolled in gradu-
ate studies at Gregorian University in
Rome.

In 1991 he was appointed to the faculty
of Loras College, during which time he
also served as director of campus minis-
try, and as director of spiritual formation
at St. Pius X Seminary.

He served as chaplain at Holy Family
Hall, 1991-93; and has been chaplain at
Mt. Loretto Convent since 1994. 

Since 2008, Father Wathier has been a
professor of religious studies and theology
at Loras.
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