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Scripture
Readings

Week of Sept. 4-10

TWENTY-THIRD
SUNDAY IN
ORDINARY TIME
Ez 33:7-9
Rom 13:8-10
Mt 18:15-20

MONDAY
Col 1:24-2:3
Lk 6:6-11

TUESDAY
Col 2:6-15
Lk 6:12-19

WEDNESDAY

Col 3:1-11
Lk 6:20-26

THURSDAY
Mi 5:1-4a or
Rom 8:28-30
Mt 1:1-16, 18-23 or
1:18-23

FRIDAY
1 Tm 1:1-2, 12-14
Lk 6:39-42

SATURDAY
1 Tm 1:15-17
Lk 6:43-49

Stewardship - 
A way of life

Am I my brother’s keeper?
All three of this Sunday’s readings

suggest that for the Christian
steward the answer is “Yes!”

SEPTEMBER subscriptions

have expired; so please check

your expiration date. If the

label reads 9/1/2011, your

Witness has run out. To avoid

further delays, please send in

your renewal card today.

SEPTEMBER
RENEWALS

SCHEDULE OF

Archbishop
Hanus

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

Cedar Falls, American Martyrs Retreat
House.

3:00 p.m.: Archdiocesan Pastoral Coun-
cil meeting.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

Cedar Falls, American Martyrs Retreat
House.

9:00 a.m.: Continuation of Archdioce-
san Pastoral Council meeting.

7:00 p.m.: Archdiocesan Priests’ Coun-
cil meeting.

Teens find ministry rewarding
By Fr. John O’Connor
For The Witness

NEW VIENNA/PETERSBURG — Each
year some of the Dyersville Beckman High
School seniors volunteer to serve as eu-
charistic ministers at school and in their
home parishes. All are given detailed in-
structions and are properly prepared.

Last fall, five students from SS. Peter &
Paul Parish in Petersburg and St. Boniface
in New Vienna accepted the responsibility
to take Communion to the sick on Satur-
day mornings. Students prepared and
kept a schedule, along with obtaining a
substitute if they were unable to keep
scheduled appointments. This allowed the
pastor to  visit the homebound.

Before the students took Communion to
the sick, the people were told the program
would include a phone call on Saturday
morning to give the sick adequate time to
prepare to receive Our Lord. All students
understood there could be no exceptions
for going at 7:30 a.m., when it would be
nice to stay in bed. This schedule was im-
portant for the people at home and for
their caregivers. It likewise was important
for the students to know that the people
were prepared to welcome them and
needed no other assistance. The sick wel-

comed the students and both found it a
very rewarding experience.
Nine new ones

Now the five eucharistic ministers are
going off to college, but they are asking to
be left on the roster of eucharistic minis-
ters in their respective parishes so they
can again assist when they are home.

Nine more students have volunteered
for the coming year. Those who are leaving
will train the new students and guide them
as they make their calls to the shut-ins.

Students can do great things when given
the opportunity and with today’s shortage
of priests, deacons and lay ministers, their
help is greatly appreciated.

Pictured above are Beckman High School graduating seniors who served as
eucharistic ministers to the homebound. They are: (l-r) Ally Whitsell, Rachel
Pasker, Abby Steger, Jodi Wulfekuhle, and Brittany Menke. (Contributed photo)

Statement regarding Buchanan Abbey, Independence, Iowa
Several inquiries have been made to the officials of the Archdiocese of Dubuque concerning the institution, “Buchanan Abbey,”

which is located near Independence, IA. The inquiries arose because of communications in various media announcing that Mass
and other religious services are being held at that institution and are open to the public.

Assertions are also being made that the leader of the Buchanan Abbey is a Roman Catholic priest and that the institution is a
Roman Catholic Benedictine Abbey.

No evidence has been provided to the officials of the Archdiocese of a valid ordination to the priesthood. Neither has any evi-
dence been provided that would prove that the institution is in communion with Pope Benedict XVI, the Bishop of Rome. The
institution is clearly not in communion with the Archbishop of Dubuque, who has not given any permission or approval to the
institution.

In his solicitude for the spiritual welfare of the Roman Catholics of the Archdiocese, Archbishop Jerome Hanus, O.S.B., alerts
the faithful, religious, and clergy of the Archdiocese that to the best of his knowledge there is no validly ordained priest at the
Buchanan Abbey. If that is the case, there is great doubt that the “Mass” and “confessions” at the Buchanan Abbey are in accord
with the law of the Roman Catholic Church.

This communication is intended to warn the faithful of the Archdiocese of Dubuque to exercise great caution in relating to this
institution.

September 4, 2011

Rev. Msgr. Thomas E. Toale, Ph.D.
Vicar General of the Archdiocese of Dubuque

National Catholic
Rural Life
Conference Resource

The National Catholic Rural Life Con-
ference (NCRLC) based in Des Moines,
has published a study guide to examine
poverty and hunger. This study guide
offers a process for discerning the call to
act and then identifies various actions that
individuals and church groups can take.

American farmers are proud to say “we
feed the world.” But hunger in the United
States and around the world persists.
Many people — too many children — go
hungry every day. So how is it that great
quantities of food are produced, and yet
one-sixth of the world’s population goes
hungry?

As a first step, learn more about the
issues  by using the resource study guide:
“Food Security and Economic Justice: A
Faith-Based Study Guide on Poverty and
Hunger.” A full downloadable version is
available on NCRLC’s website including an
accompanying Leader’s Guide at:  http://
www.ncrlc.com/page.aspx?ID=126




